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Not just education...

People will make decisions.
8 decisions: Budgeting.

Home Ownership. Credit. Investment. Banking. Insurance. Taxes. Social Security & Medicare.
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Students prepared for Financial
Empowerment
• 62% of Americans live paycheck to
paycheck
• 40% could not cover a $400 cash
emergency. It’s generational.
• Fundamental education, followed by
making DECISIONS to apply what was
learned can change all of that.
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1. (8) comprehensive topics. Self-paced online
courses. Instructor Discussion Guides. Field
assignments and reports to apply each topic.
2. Virtual or in-classroom. Students attend onsite or from their homes.
3. Community affect: After each topic, download
worksheet and go “Help Somebody!”
homework assignments.
4. Help Somebody summaries graded: Learn
from each other as we help others in our
community.

PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY for EVERYONE.
Manage Income, Bills, and Credit; Continuously Build Wealth.

“Kudos to GDA. What an incredible gift and
such an eye-opening, transformational
experience! Thank you for providing this
resource, which is rich in content and
expertly delivered. The tools that I have
acquired, and those that I am developing
will benefit me and many others. I plan to
pay it forward as many times as possible.

DECEMBER 2021 Comments
“I found the GDA Decisions - Decisions
program to be exceedingly valuable and
“I just wanted to let you know
relevant. I plan to share with others
that I got prequalified today
including our Kappa Leaguers.”
for my first house at 52.”
Clem Lacy
Immediate Past Polemarch,
Raleigh Alumni Chapter
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Joann Horton Ph.D.
Senior Executive, Pacific Crest, Inc.
“Everyone can stop living paycheck to paycheck and build
personal wealth. Attend the Personal Finance and Creating
Wealth program with GDA & The Metropolitan Chicago YWCA.
All entrepreneurs need this.”
Haseena Shaheed-Jackson
Chairman, African American Council, SCORE Chicago

Roechell Isom
“Eric is an excellent communicator
and it is clear to see that he has a
sincere passion for helping people
stop living paycheck to paycheck. A
great educational session.”
Thomas Durham
Office Manager, H&R Block

Chapter 1: BUDGETING
How to avoid living paycheck to paycheck, and spending more than you earn.

62% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck.
• It starts within 30 days of getting that
first job.
• Manage the consequential decisions
that keep us living paycheck to paycheck
• Plan to stay out of the spending trap
• Get out of the spending trap
• Worksheets with tips for expense
reduction and management

Chapter 2: HANDLING CREDIT
Get out of credit card debt and stay out forever.

Get out or stay out of debt forever.
• How Credit & Interest Really Work
• Your Complete Debt Picture
• Change Your Debt-behaviors
• Negotiate
• Consolidate
• Balance Transfer
• Become Debt-free: Payoff Plan
• Cascade To Eliminate Debt
• Manage Your Credit Score
• Increase Your Income

Chapter 3: Home Ownership
7 ways that owning a house makes you money.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Rent goes up. The Mortgage does not.
When interest rates drop, you can lower your payment.
You will save on income taxes.
You build equity with every payment.
Your house will go up in value.
You can live rent free for life after 15 years.
You will save over a million dollars versus renting.

Chapter 4: SAVINGS & INVESTMENT
How each of us can become wealthy with the smallest of regular savings.

You should have an investment account.
• Change daily habits into money for
investment to build wealth
• Savings account and CDs
• IRAs and 401Ks
• Bonds and annuities
• Stocks and mutual funds
• Stock brokers, financial planners, and
online investment companies

Chapter 5: SERVICES OF A BANK
How to make your bank work for you.

• Individual Banking
• Business Banking
• Digital Banking
• Loans
• Traditional vs. Online Banks

Banking Services

Chapter 6: BUYING INSURANCE
Get the coverage you need for the least amount of money.

Cheaper insurance could become a disaster
if you are not properly covered.
• Car Insurance
• Home or Apartment
• Health/Dental
• Life
• Bundling
• How to Buy Insurance

Knowing three things about taxes could mean
thousands of dollars in you pocket every year.
• Adjustments, Deductions,
and Credits
• Tax Planning
• Tax Filing Software and
Services

Chapter 8: SOCIAL SECURITY & MEDICARE
So much more than just retirement income.

Which of these people could be entitled to Social Security?
- Any of them.

Retiree

Widow or
Spouse

Disabled

Children or
Grandchildren

Student 18-19

Help yourself or someone you know.
• What is Social Security?
• How do I Qualify for Social Security?
• When to Start Taking Social Security?
• How can Retirees, Spouses, Widows,
Widowers, and Dependents Collect
Social Security?
• What should You know about
Medicare?
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Participants, friends and family will know…
 Why no amount of income fixes bad spending habits.
 How to consolidate, pay down, and properly manage credit.
 That buying a home vs. renting builds wealth 7 ways.
 How a 25 year-old can eliminate a million dollars of rent payments after paying off a 15-year mortgage.
 Why shifting spending for even a $4.00 daily cup of coffee can be worth over half a million dollars in a
mutual fund that averages just a 7% return.
 How a proper banking relationship can put hundreds or thousands a year back into your pocket.
 That cheaper insurance is a disaster if you don’t have the right insurance coverage.
 How the same taxpayer could save $200 versus $10,000 if they understand just three things about taxes.
 That Social Security is not just for seniors… and how to select the right Medicare coverage.
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4-week, 8-week, or Semester Syllabus
1. Online modules: Students complete and test on
each of eight topics before coming to class.
2. Class room discussion: Instructor uses question
guide to assure everyone understands.
3. Practical Assignment: Download copy of
worksheets and help someone in the community.
4. Paper: Write up a summary of the helping
experience.
5. Share and discuss experience: to exponentially
enrich student experiential understanding.
6. Final exam.
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NCCET Certification
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Educational Value
Course syllabus
Materials Quality
Marketability
Accessibility
Value of Learning
Quality References

1992 - The toughest test

Discussion Guide Example: Handling Credit
1. Depending on interest rates, how long
does it take to pay off a $2,000 credit
card balance?
2. Why does it take so long to pay off a
credit card balance?
3. What are common debts that most
people carry?
4. What are some of the regular spending
behaviors that we could decide to
change to reduce how much we buy on
credit?
5. What is the proper use of a credit card?

Discussion Guide Example: Handling Credit
6. What are some “recurring” credit card
charges that most people forget they even
have?
7. What should you ask for from a credit
provider when you call to negotiate or
manage your credit?
8. Consolidation loans and balance transfers
can clear credit cards with high interest
rates. What is the danger in this?
9. What are the credit management techniques
called cascading and snowballing?
10.What are the things I can control that affect
my credit rating?
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Huge Potential in New Student Population
Populations

Funding Sources

Local Businesses

Students

Tuition

• Banks

Alumni

Sponsors, Grants

• Mortgage Companies

Companies

Corporations

Associations

Members, Dues, Local Business

• Real Estate Companies

Churches

Donors, Local Business

Military Programs

Grants, Government

Incarceration Programs

Grants, Government

• Insurance Companies
• Investment Companies
• Credit Companies
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What people are saying about DECISIONS/DECI$ION$.
“I’m already meeting with state and local Goodwill
franchises to offer this program.”
- Dr. Rick Cothran, Dean Continuing Education,
Tri-County Technical College

“I want to offer this program four times a year through 400
churches in disadvantaged communities.”
- Rev. Charles Myricks, Director National Association of
Church of God

“62% living paycheck to paycheck doesn’t just
refer to our students… It’s our entire alumni.”
- Robert Dashiell, Head Legal Council,
Morgan State University Foundation

“Every student should have this course before graduation.”
- Captain Stan Keeve, U.S. Naval Academy

“We’d like to pilot this program in four cities
immediately.”
- Mastercard

“All of the inmates who have left or who are leaving the
corrections system need this education.”
- Houston Department of Corrections
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Special Start-up Offer
for colleges

8 online modules

• $99 per user for bundle of all 8 modules
• Set-up Fee: $2,500 includes
• Instructor Guides
• Certification for up to 5 instructors
• Through April 30, 2021: First 25 seats free
($2,500 value)
• Through June 30, 2022
• 5,000 seats: ($495,000 value)
• Only $50,000 prepaid
• Up to 3 years to use them

www.DECISIONSDECISIONSNOW.com
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